[Expression characteristics of nuclear factor kappa B in hepatocellular carcinoma tissues].
To investigate the expression characteristics of nuclear factor kappa B (NF-kB) in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) tissues and its correlation with tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF alpha) and clinical pathological features. Thirty liver specimens from HCC patients were collected by self-control method. The localization and expression of NF-kappaB in HCC and their surrounding tissues were detected by immunohistochemistry and enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA), respectively. And the levels of TNF alpha in these tissues were analyzed by ELISA. The expressed NF-kappaB was localized in nucleus and cytoplasm in HCC, whereas only in cytoplasm in the surrounding tissues. The expression level and density of NF-kappaB in HCC tissues were obviously higher than those in the surrounding tissues (P < 0.01), which was positively correlated with increased TNF alpha in HCC tissues (r = 0.964, P < 0.01). No positive correlation was found between NF-kappaB expression and histological differentiation grade, number of tumor, size of tumor, and HBsAg positive (P > 0.05). The expression and localization of NF-kappaB in HCC tissues are obviously different from those in the surrounding normal liver tissues, and the level of nucleoprotein NF-kappaB in HCC tissues is correlated with expressed TNF alpha, suggesting that TNF alpha can activate NF-kB, the activated NF-kB then translocates to the nucleus and plays important role in the carcinogenesis of HCC.